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ferent states were urging on their governments, obliging them to
recognise Frederick VIII. and then to vote in the Diet to send
a federal " army of execution " to Holstein, where a government
had been formed in the name of Frederick VIII. (December,

1863).

Prussia and Austria opposed this move, though it was urged
by their elected Chambers. They asked that the appeal of the
Duke of Augustenburg be rejected by the Diet, and even that the
committee of thirty-six be dispersed. The other states declined
this course. Germany was dividing into two camps: on the one
side, the governments of the two great powers which j&jjere for
recognising King Christian as successor to the ducal crown, on
condition of establishing only a personal union between the
duchies and Denmark; on the other side all tfie other govern-
ments and all the liberals, including those of Prussia and Austria.

Bismarck, without concerning himself about public opinion,
induced Austria to join him in the opposition to the action of the
Diet. Austria and Prussia called on the King of Denmark to
give Schleswig an independent government, and on his refusal
decided on war (January, 1864). This was a distinct war from
that decreed, by way of federal execution, by the Diet. The
Prussian and Austrian armies occupied the two duchies without
a battle, compelling the federal army of execution to withdraw
(this was composed of Saxon and Hanoverian troops). The war
was fought in Danish territory. While it was going on Prussia
and Austria "declared that the only solution was the recognition
of Frederick of Augustenburg (May, 1864). But at the treaty of
peace (August, 1864) they compelled Christian to cede his claims
to the duchies, not to the Duke of Augustenburg, but to the King
of Prussia and the Emperor of Austria. They took possession
by instituting a provisional administration controlled by a joint
commission of two members, one Prussian, the other Austrian.

As to the final disposition of the duchies, the two governments
were unable to agree. They did not yet dare to cast aside the
claims of the Duke of Augustenburg, indorsed by themselves in
May, 1864, and still sustained by public opinion in Germany and
in the duchies. But before allowing the Duke to come into pos-
session, Prussia demanded the entry of the duchies into the Zott-
verein, a treaty whereby the military force of the duchies should
belong to the Prussian army, and the cession of the port of Kiel
and several forts and military roads in such fashion as to honey-
comb the territory with Prussian forces (February, 1865), The